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From the director, last time... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

'DON'T DRY BECAUSE IT'S OVER, SMILE BECAUSE IT HAPPENED!' 
 
These words, borrowed from the eminent writer and philosopher, Theodor Seuss Geisel (better 
known as Dr. Seuss of 'The Cat in the Hat' fame) pretty well sum up how I wish to see my 
eighteen years  in the Anglophone Section of the CSI. Naturally, I am loathe to leave a place I 
feel so at home in;  of course I regret the dear colleagues and  friends I am leaving behind; 
inevitably I shall miss the familiar faces and individual personalities of the students, but 
change in life is ineluctable and, particularly when chosen, always positive... and so I move on. 
In doing so, however, I leave with you my profound gratitude for enabling me to have lived 
through eighteen years of intense personal growth and deep professional satisfaction. During 
these years there have been times of challenge and times of stress, times of frustration and 
times of tension but these are few and far between and have only intermittently punctuated an 
overall feeling of enthusiasm, enjoyment and enrichment which will stay with me forever. 
 
So, to all those who have supported and helped me in my mission within and for the APESA  
over the years – parents, volunteers, Board members, colleagues and friends (FAR too many of 
you to even begin mentioning individually) - I extend a heartfelt thank you, with a very special 
and final thank you to those whose energy and laughter as they live and learn remind me every 
single day why I became a teacher: my  students!  
 
Goodbye everyone, have a restful summer and please keep in touch where possible, 
 

 
P.S. News of the section for next year is that, as well as having the section in the capable hands 
of my replacement John Cadden, there will also be a new primary teacher, Mrs. Alison 
Pattinson and a new history specialist, Miss Carrie Jack. More details about them at the 
rentrée. In the meantime, good luck to Jonathon Syson and Kelly Granger whom they are 
replacing and  then onto  a word of introduction from John. 
 



 
From our future Head of Section 

 
 

 
Hello everybody, 
 
I’d just like to take this opportunity to briefly introduce myself before 
taking up my position in August. 
 
Like many connected with the Anglophone Section, I arrive in Lyon by a somewhat 
circuitous route. Born in Liverpool, I graduated from Manchester University, initially with 
a First Class Honours Degree in English, which was then followed by a Masters Degree. 
After completing my PGCE teacher training, I worked for four years at a sixth-form 
college in Southampton. I then spent six years in Singapore, where I was engaged in 
training local teachers in the teaching of English. 
 
After this, I returned to the UK and worked for three years as a freelance writer – 
publishing eleven books which were all designed for students of GCSE and A Level 
English. I also did some drama writing for television and children’s poetry at this time, as 
well as short teaching stints in France and Spain. In my present position, I am the head 
of a large English & Media department at a college in Coventry. I also work as an 
External Examiner and serve on various committees which deal with liaison between 
universities, colleges and schools. 
 
That’s the ‘dry’ career bit. I’ve actually done one or two interesting things as well! – such 
as playing football for England at Amateur Youth level, fronting a blues band and 
teaching Salsa (the dance, not the cuisine!). 
 
My wife, Karen, is a jewellery designer who has recently exhibited at the famous Custard 
Factory in Birmingham. We have four children – 75% of whom have now left home 
(much to my Bank Manager’s relief!). 
 
I have already made several visits to the Section and look forward to starting work there. 
I also look forward to getting to know you all better. Please be assured of one thing: 
whatever the issue – a problem, a concern, a suggestion, a need for advice – do not 
hesitate to contact me. The office door, the phone and e-mail are always open. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all the staff of the Anglophone Section and members of the 
APESA board for their kindness, time and assistance. In this respect, I have a special 
debt of gratitude to record to Donna Philip. I’m sure she’ll be a tough act to follow – I can 
only promise to do my best. 
 
 
 
John Cadden 



The Year in Primary  
 
This year has been a challenging one to say the least, but here we are at the end of it (or 
nearly) still ‘alive and kicking’!  There have been some ups and downs but it should be 
the successes of the year that we remember – and there have been plenty.  First and 
foremost, the children should be at the top of the list with their many achievements 
attained through work and determination ….. a child who read his first words 
independently or wrote a sentence without help for the first time…... a story written that 
gripped the reader’s imagination….. a presentation prepared by a child that held the 
attention of the class….. a poem that sees the world from a child’s viewpoint, kept as an 
example to be used for the inspiration of future classes….. for these successes and 
many more, congratulations to them all. 
 

There have been a number of events organised during the year in the Anglophone 
Section in addition to the varied projects and activities within the individual classes.  In 
the first term, all the Anglophone children were involved in a poetry week.  A number of 
themes were chosen and poems written by the children and displayed.   
 

To provide a relaxing moment just before the Christmas 
break, we invited Mr Ritz-Barr, a professional puppeteer, to 
present a performance of shadow puppets based on North 
American creation myths.  This was followed up by a 
workshop for the CE1s, where they made their own 
puppets and invented stories which they performed in 
groups in front of their classmates. 

 

In contrast to previous years, it was decided that the Anglophone show should be at the 
end of March and this time in a different venue, the salle des conférences.  So in the 
weeks preceding the performance, much time was taken up with rehearsals – making 
sure everyone knew the words and dances of the chosen songs.  Colour was chosen as 
the theme and each song and dance added yet another colour to the finale.  The CM2s 
were given an important role in helping the younger children.  They took their 
responsibilities very seriously and were a great help to the teachers. Two 
performances took place (one to the school and the other to the parents).  The 
chorus of Yellow Submarine was learnt by all the children and staff of the 
different Sections and made a rousing ending to the show.  I think I can 
confidently say that it was a very happy event. 
 

I should like to give a special thank you to the team of parents who help us each week 
with the library.  In particular, I must mention Jill Kirby, who has been the parent 
responsible for finding and organising volunteers and who has spent endless hours 
entering new books onto the computer - a big thank you Jill. 
 

Two new staff members joined us this year, Anne Noyé and Jonathon Syson, and both 
settled well into the everyday life of the school.  It is with regret that we have to say 
goodbye to Jonathon so soon but of course we wish him well in his new life and job in 
Brussels. 
 

Finally, the end of the school year is always a time when we have to say farewell to 
children and families who move on or return home but we wish them all well and would 
love to hear from them to see how they are getting on.  Also this year, we have to say 
goodbye to Donna Philip, our head of section who has been a great colleague - we will 
miss her.  Good luck Donna from all in primary!   
 
Valerie Tuppen 



INTERSEC International Football Tournament  
 

�  
APESA ……� We are the champions, my friends…�  

 
The APESA team kicked their way to victory in a closely fought final on Friday 
afternoon!! 
 
With storms threatening throughout the morning it was not entirely certain that the 
tournament would go ahead as planned, but as skies cleared to blue and the sun blazed 
down the six teams prepared to do battle!  The Japanese team, determined to improve on 
their one participant from last year, had an imposing 14 players, and a large group of 
noisy supporters!!  The Germans on the other hand had only one player and the Poles two 
so the Japanese came in handy filling the ranks of the other teams!  Mr Fino drew lots to 
place the six teams (Japanese, Polish, Anglo, German, Spanish and Italian) into two 
groups.  Apesa were drawn with the Japanese and the Italians.  In the scorching heat the 6 
a side teams played 10 minute matches against each other within the same group and then 
the leading two teams in each group went on to play in the semi-final, Apesa beating 
Poland and then going on to thrash the Spanish 3-0 in an exhilarating final!  
 

Apesa in the final against the Spanish team  (spot the ball!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The APESA team was on cracking form…. 
 
Three of the team members had played together last year but this year with a new line-up 
the boys organised themselves into a well structured group.  Pierre Croutelle was the 
goalkeeper and shouted out vital instructions to his team members from beginning to end!  
Dominique Burlat was the star scorer, always in position to take a shot at goal.  Momo 
Bendahmane, one of the fastest on the pitch, was dodging between opponents with 
amazing ball control.  Nened Filajdic played out on wing, another fast runner and 
talented goal scorer, and Brian Priddy and Richard Perkins were very skilled at tackling 
and intercepting the opposition at every opportunity.   
 
A big thanks to Apesa dads Alan Woodbridge and Olivier Rouvière who played nobly for 
the other shortstaffed teams but who were supporting our team until the end!  A thank 
you too to Mr Fino for providing the Cup, the whistles and the stop watch, and also for 
playing.  And a huge “grazie” to the Arienti family from the Italian section without 
whom none of it would have happened. 



 
The APESA winning team 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Team members: 

Top row L to R:  Richard, Nened, Brian 
Bottom row L to R:  Pierre, Dominique, Momo 

 
And in case you’re wondering…. no, I didn’t play. Having woken that 
morning with what the french call a “torticolis”, I was bound in a neck 
brace.  This didn’t, however, stop me shouting loudly from the 
sidelines! 
 
 
Annabel Østergaard 
Apesa and Intersec 

 

 

 

ANGLOPHONE LIBRARY 
 

The Collège/Lycée library has been closed on Friday 8th June. If you still have books 
belonging to the Anglophone library, please, return them as soon as possible to the 
APESA office. 
Thank You ! 

VIDEO CLUB 
 
DVD Lists (all languages) can be found on the APESA web-site  
 
http://www.apesalyon.org 
Under the section « Facilities and Resources », 
 then « Parent-led activities », then “Video Club” 
 
Monika Bataillard 



 
Other INTERSEC news…… 
 
The Prom for the 3èmes on the 24th May was a huge success…the girls looked gorgeous 
in their dresses and heels and several of the boys had made a serious effort and looked 
really smart in suits or jackets.  And … at least six of the Scottish (male) correspondents 
were wearing kilts! 
Mme Sevenier, along with surveillants Thomas and Franck and several parents, were on 
hand to keep an eye on things along, but the young behaved impeccably, dancing and 
having fun for four hours non-stop!  Thanks to all the parents who helped but especially 
to Apesa mum Lise Gould, without whom it wouldn’t have been possible ( not to 
mention the giant chocolate cake she made with Scottish decorations).  Thanks also to 
Ella Gould who came to Intersec with the idea in the first place. 
 
The INTERSEC book fair was again a huge success with just under 2000 books being 
sold this year.  With the money made  Intersec is contributing towards a trip to India for 
some of the students in 1ère in the autumn and also helping the CM2s with their trip to 
Paris at the beginning of June. 
 
The new INTERSEC president is Eloisa Iadarola from the Italian section. She can be 
contacted on: elo.i@free.fr.  The new vice-president is Rosario Croquevieille from the 
anglophone section : senora.gomez@hotmail.com .   
 
I am still on the board of Intersec and can be contacted on : aoste2@orange.fr 
 
Have a great summer! 
 
Annabel Østergaard 

 
Isn’t she beautiful ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Juliette Maria was born on the 3rd of May  
weighing 2.840kg and measuring 49cm. 

 
Congratulations to Charlotte Harrison-Lemaitre from all APESA families! 



 
 
                 INTERNATIONAL AWARD – BRONZE EXPED ITION 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A rather smaller group than usual took off early on Saturday  2nd June for the expedition 
part of their Bronze level in the demanding International Award (Duke of Edinurgh's) for 
Young People. 
 
The 23 troisième students made up for this, however, by their incredible energy and en-
thusiasm throughout the gruelling five day trip! Freezing temperatures (for the season), 
gale force winds (well, nearly), torrential rain (just like in school) and impressive electric 
storms (truly!) were not enough to deter our determined youngsters as they set off into 
the wilds of Mont Lozère to prove that their year long training had been effective.  
 

The preparation itself was a real test with team-building 
games, route card writing, rucksack packing etc. but 
everyone set off on time... and happy! Camping in Belle-
coste was a very wet and dramatic experience due to 
massive storms but the hikers' nocturnal singing kept the 
thunder at bay and all set off the next day as keen as 
ever. They  arrived back at base safe and sound to find 
out that EVERYONE had passed the expedition with fly-
ing colours. 

 
The last day was spent canoeing on the Tarn where the waters were rough and rapid 
due to all the recent rain. We were also kept cool by a sharp northerly breeze and a 
constant – but no less sharp -  heavy drizzle. 
 
All in all, a REALLY wonderful trip for my last Cévennes expedition. It only goes to 
show that it's not the weather that keeps you warm inside. Well done everyone! 
 



 - CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS - PETITES ANNONCES - 

 
 
PIANO LESSONS 
 
Nataliya Martinet Gvozd,  
from the Kiev Music Academy 
(piano and singing), offers 
piano lessons at your house. 
20 euros/hour. 
 
Contact Nataliya at : 
09 53 65 69 75 
06 73 52 18 03  
n.gvozd@free.fr 

FOR SALE 
 

Renovated Farm House XIX century, with garden 
3300m2 in the heart of a village, North Ardèche, 1 hour 
from Lyon, close to train stations, international airports, 
15 minutes from A7. 3 golf courses (18 holes) nearby. 
 
· 1 renovated house with large entrance hall,  

2 living rooms, fully fitted kitchen, formal dining room,  
6 bedrooms with Wengue floors and exposed beams ,  
3 bathroom, 2 large terraces. 

 
· 2 other renovated buildings, enclosed swimming pool, large 

garage for 4/5 cars, cellar. 
 
· Contact Catherine GIRAUD for more pictures and details 
        Catherine@giraud-sahler.ndo.co.uk 
        tel (UK) : 0044 207 351 91 77 
        mobile (France) : 06 67 73 54 07 

Wanted 
2 to 3 bedroom apartment in Lyon starting August/September 2007 for  
American family relocating from New York. Prefer the 6eme, 3eme or  
Presqu'ile with good light. We are French-speaking, non-smokers, with a small,  
well-behaved dog. Any help is appreciated. 
 
Contact : Carol Neiley  at 06 76 90 55 12 or 04 77 20 69 40 after July 6th  
               or basicfrench@webjogger.net 
 



- CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS - PETITES ANNONCES - 

 

3 bedroom villa to let – Moulin à Vent area (Lyon) 
 

Due to a two-year study leave abroad, our lovely 3 bedroom villa is 
available for rental (furnished) from august 2007 till august 2009 .  

It is ideal for a family just arriving Lyon and not wishing to buy furniture. 
Just drop your bags and enjoy ! 

The house (100m2, 3 bedrooms, a big living/dining room, 2 WC,  
1 bathroom, kitchen, parking space, garden) 

is only 3 years old and is in very good condition. It's located in a very nice 
residential area (Moulin à Vent area). We are a mere 5 minutes drive to 

the International school (CSI – Gerland) and 15 minutes drive to  
Lyon center. 

The area is well serviced by public transport : buses n° 12, 12E and 38. 
We are also very close to the "périphérique" for quick exits on weekends 

but without the noise... rest assured. 
 

Rental price (furnished): 1250� /month  
Pictures of the villa can be viewed on this home exchange website : 

http://www.globalpacificvacationhomes.com/, 
- click "advanced search" 

- scroll down to "search listings by listing ID” and 
- type in this number : 21544. 

Come and see the house ! 
 

Call us on 04 78 77 99 58 or 06 65 47 06 78 
Fidelia Ibekwe– SanJuan, CSI parent (anglophone sec tion)  

 
ADVERTISING in our Newsletter  
 
If you need to place an advert. In the APESA Newsletter, please send an 
e-mail to eboulot@wanadoo.fr with your text, and don’t forget to pay the 
APESA office, By check or cash : 
· 3 euros for APESA members 
· 7 euros for non-APESA members 
 
Think about it when you’ll look for a baby-sitter, “petits cours” and more in 
September ! 
 
May you all enjoy a sunny, relaxing and happy summer. 
 
Elisabeth Boulot 


